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Note by the Actku Secretary

The GeneralManager has requested‘thatthe attached

memorandumfrom the Director of Biology and Medicine be circulated

for the Informationof the Commlsslon.

Harold D. Anamosa

Acting Secretary
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Memorandum. .
To : A. R. Iuedecke

GeneralManager

FROM : C. L. lhnham,M.D.,
Divisionof Biology

,.. . ,-, ,.

Q--
DATE: May 17,1961

Direc
vand M iclne

SUBJECT: 1961 SURVEYOF TKE MARSHAIJXSE

SYMBok ADMHREDB

It is a pleasureto reportthatDr.RobertA. Chard,
BrookhavenNationalLaboratory,hasccm’pletedtheannual
surveyof the RongelappeopleduringMarch1961 and found
themto be e6sentialJythe same as in the preceding
survey. U of the data collectedhave not yet been
analyzed,but it is reasonableto say they are not show-
ing clinicalevidenceof chronicradiationeffectsother
thannegligibleresidualcolor changesof the skin. The
followingtwo paragraphsare exce@.ed from Dr. Oonarxlis
tfip reportdatedApril 18,1961.

“Themedicaldata have not been analyzedyet but it can
be statedthat therewere no apparentillnessesor dis-
abilitiesrelatedto radiationeffect.?and the general
stateof nutritionwas generallygoodand aboutthe same
as it had been noted In the past yeara. Therehad been
no deathsduringthe past

Y

ar in the evsed population.
In the comparisonfrontrol populationan anencephalic
baby was born which causedquitean impressionon the
people,and one yuung boy had died of pneumonia. The
peoplehad the usual complaintsaboutvariouseffectsof
theirradiationenvironment,but theircooperationwas
excellent.

n Dr. Macdonaldand I attendeda meetingwith the
I&&8p people intheCouncilHowe andwe toldW
aboutthe intendedexaminations.The peoplevo~ced
continuedconcernaboutthe effectsof fallouton their
Atolland on themselves. I dld not feelthat their
concernwas any greaterthis year than expressedin
similarmeetingswith the peopleduringthe past year6. A
chiefcomplaintwas that they were not gettingenoughto
eat and felt weak. Dr. Macdonaldtold them that the Trust
Territorypolicywas, “--w work,no eat--.” TMS matter weE
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not pursuedsinceit concernedatlministrativepolicyof the
TrustTerritory. Someof the other complaintsconcenml
poisoningby fish (an old complaint). They claimthnt
certainfish have a black spot h their abdomenwhichthey
believeIs relatedto radioactivityand causesthe sickness.
They are stilldisgruntledthat they are not allowedto eat:
the coconutcrabswhichis forbiddenbecauseof the high
concentrationof Sfmntiumx. They complainedthat the
coconuts were 61nsll and referredto certainchangesin the
coconutand pandanustreeswhich they believeare due to
fallout. Therewas a complaintthat I had not heardbefore,
that severalpeoplehad gotten Inflammation and blistering
of the mouth from eatingarrowrootflour. This latter
complaintwas probablydue to impru~~rpreparationof the
flourwhichIs ktio~to.produceSUCH symptoms. I hea~ no
mentionof the h~~ agai~stthe UnitedStatesGovermnent.
(Dr.MacdonaldWI showedme a reportof the UnitedNations
tesmistisit to’limgelap.The complaintsvoicedto this
groupwere aboutthe same as describedabove.)“
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